intervals to allow colony growth to develop on the agar with minimal Verticillium wilt of alfalfa (Medicago recently shown to be borne within the competition from other organisms. sativa L.), a destructive disease of alfalfa, seed coat (2). Pathogenic Verticillium Colonies of V. albo-atrum were identified has been known in the Pacific Northwest isolates were isolated from seed and without transfer within 1-2 wk. since 1976 (4). This disease, caused by a debris in alfalfa seed lots (8). The Pathogenicity of V. a/bo0-atrum strain of Verticillium albo-atrum Reinke incidence and prevalence of external isolates to alfalfa was tested by & Berth., could spread across the nation seedborne V. albo-atrumn have remained inoculating alfalfa plants using a rootwith seed or in hay, at least in some areas unknown. Because alfalfa seed produced soak method (3). To determine whether (3). In 1980, the disease was found in in Washington might originate from seedborne propagules found in this study Wisconsin (5). V. albo-atrum has been stands diseased with V. albo-atrum, this were located internally or externally, a reported from alfalfa seed (6-9) and was study reports the incidence of external sample of 10,000 seeds that passed seedborne V. albo-atrum in commercial through a 14.1-mm (1/ 18 in.) but not seed lots and the method used to detect through a 12.7-mm (1 /20 in.) screen were 
albo-atrum.
were from the 1980 seed lot, which had a Agreement 58-9AH2-9-46 1.
1.3% incidence of V. albo-atrum. They MATERIALS AND METHODS
were surface-sterilized with sodium 
